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Tatra Fund by the Ekopolis Foundation

Windstorm on November 19, 2004 and its consequences

On November 19, 2004 a strong windstorm swept through Northern Slovakia and influenced its appearance for many years by damaging 15.000 hectares of forest mainly in the High and Low Tatra region. The most extensively affected forest was comprised predominantly of artificially planted spruces of around the same age. Damages caused by catastrophes (insect, climate extremes etc.) are very natural for this type of forest - especially if they are located in an inappropriate climatic zone. Changes in appearance of the country, including broken trees and destroyed buildings, raised the sympathy of Slovaks and Czechs and joined the efforts of people, businesses and organizations to renew this valuable area, while simultaneously raising a stormy debate about their future.
Tatra Fund by the Ekopolis Foundation

Ekopolis Foundation, in cooperation with five Slovak environmental organizations (A-Projekt, Non-profit Organization, Forest Protection Movement WOLF, TATRY Civic Association, Society for Sustainable Living in the Slovak Republic and Management of Tatra´s National Park) established the fund two days after the windstorm in November 2004. Its purpose is to support the conservation of the unique Tatra´s landscape and forests for future generations. We believe the role of human beings in renewal, management and further use of the national parks is to observe and admire rather than interlope. Alternatives and planning of the renewal methods are consulted with experts from Technical University in Zvolen, Institute of Forest Ecology SAV and Forest Research Institute in Zvolen city. The fund has been supported by Nadace Partnerství (Czech Environmental Partnership Foundation), Tatra banka bank, Bigboard and Skanska company, SME daily and hundreds of individuals.
Our Approach to Tatra Renewal

What Should be Done With the Fallen Trees 
More than 90% of the harmed area in the Tatras was designated to be exploited and artificially re-planted. Exploitation of the fallen trees would lower the danger of insect infestation that could consequently harm the surrounding forest. Sales of the wood also bring income that could be used for the artificial renewal of the forests afterwards. This is standard practice in areas not strictly protected.

According to the Tatra Fund some space should be left for natural self-renewal of the forests in the national park, a precondition for the development of forests varying in age and species. We are convinced that wood production is not the most important issue in this area. A forest is not simply a collection of trees. Some Animals and plants forming part of the forest seem detrimental from a human standpoint, whereas from an ecosystem standpoint they are essential for long-term stability. Although it is not easy for the society to abnegate the income from the exploitation, we agree with the environmentalists and experts that the value of forests untouched by human activities is irreplaceable. There are many examples of harmonic coexistence of self-managed forests and economically-used forests (e.g. Polish National Park)

Increase of Tourism in the National Parks

After the windstorm, efforts to intensify tourism activities and enlarge tourism facilities (new ski resorts, hotels, etc.) in the Tatras strengthened. The Fund supports tourism in the Tatras, but prefers its development outside the core zone of the National Parks. It supports development of services as well as rural tourism, especially in the foothill area. The extension of tourist activities and services should not lead to decreasing the nature protection level.

How and Who Should Conserve Tatra Nature

Unclear responsibilities for the area management, land ownership and high population density complicate the renewal process. Incompatibility of laws on forest management and nature protection form another barrier as well. Conservation

of unique Tatra nature and cultural heritage requires drastic changes in operations in the area and the establishment of a new body of overall management and protection of the national park. The Tatra Fund supports conservation to the widest

possible extent of the Tatra National Park as well as the fast approval of the High Tatra zonation elaborated by TANAP management. Our goal is that the Tatra National Park would keep category No.II defined by IUCN.
The Tatra Fund Supports:

• Land owners and users of the sensitive renewal and care for the forests

• Education of the public in a deeper understanding and respect of the Tatra National Parks

• Public discussion on methods of exploitation and management of the protected areas

• Volunteerism for renewal of the damaged area

• Reconstruction of damaged buildings
