
Purpose and priorities of the Tatra Fund
Purpose of the Fund 

The Tatra Fund is aimed at the sustainable renewal of the High Tatra mountains for future generations. The Fund will support sensible renewal of the Tatra´s landscape and forests, including practical improvements, education and enforcement of appropriate renewal methods.

Problem 

The catastrophe that happened in November 19, 2004 raised public awareness and efforts to support this valuable region’s renewal. Besides the immediate remedy of the damage blocking normal everyday living of local citizens, it is enormously important to focus the attention also on the long-term development of the region and avoid continuing the short-run support of wise and conceptual renewal process of the whole region. 
The accident raised a fundamental question:  „What type of Tatra mountains does our generation want to renew for future generations? The answer flows from the overall vision that needs to be inquired and discussed. We believe that it is crucial to avoid rushed decisions that might look right from the short-term media or economic point of view and consider carefully the way the Tatras should develop in harmony with environmental, social and economic interests. 
It is clear these days, that the consensus will require much effort. 
Environmentalists have been pointing at un-ecological forest management and calling for radical change for 15 years now. Natural conservation regulations, forest management and its economic usage have shown conflicting interests as well. There is also an open secret of the clash of several antagonistic interests of tourism, economic and social development and nature protection in the region.
The ambition of the Fund is to stimulate and include voices of citizens, municipalities, and volunteer organizations in the Tatra renewal process and support their activities. 
Role of the Fund 
The Fund serves as a tool for all who want to contribute to the sustainable renewal of the Tatra mountains and those who place their valuable ecological function before economical and social ones. The Tatra Fund has been established to provide easier access to financial sources that can be collected for this purpose and to guarantee their transparent and effective usage. 
The same way the Fund will respect diversity in ecological issues, it will respect also diversity in points of view. Its prime function is to support public participation and activities of citizens.
Program priorities of the Fund 

1. Public discussion on the character of the renewal and enforcement of the sensitive renewal methods
· Development of short-term recommendations for the situation that has emerged in the Tatra region
· Development of a long-term vision involving public participation 
· Enforcement of adequate methods of conservation and development of Tatras - at the local, regional, national as well as international level. 
2. Watch dog of decision making on renewal 
· Transparency in decision making processes on exploration of the Tatra region 

3. Pilot field projects and education  programs 

· Support of natural ecosystems development
· Volunteerism for nature conservation 
· Programs for schools and the public on the Tatras as a valuable ecosystem 
The program will not support the planting of vegetation not native to the region, chemical treatment nor the removal of the damaged wood.
