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Project activities
November, 2008 – April, 2009

Part 1 – Management and cooperation 

Whar we did: nomination of the members to the project structures, Kick-off Meeting and First Project Steering Commitee Meeting in Bratislava (November, 2008)

What we are doing now: administrative formalities fulfilment, this are connected with the partnership in the project and are necessary for Partnership Agreement signature, continuous project management, first financial and program announcement preparation for period November, 2008 – April, 2009. 

Part 2 – Communication and  information
What we did: information afford for common communication strategy
What we are doing: final version of website www.priestory.sk about public spaces and metodology for their creating; data collection for new brochure about public spaces
Part 3 – Common Public Spaces Strategy
What we are doing now: data collection about public spaces, analyse of existing politics, practices about urban planning including open spaces, information and problems comparing. 
Responsibility: 


Department of Landscape Architecture

Institute for Urban Design and Landscape Architecture

Vienna University of Technology
Terminology: urban open space is a generic term covering all non-built up spaces within the administrative boundaries of a town or city
Functions of Urban Open Space

Understanding the varied functions of urban open spaces is an important part of helping to improve their effectiveness, both by enabling better management of existing urban spaces as well as improving the design of new ones. 

There are many attempts to list these functions, but the following summary divides the functions up into three main groups: 

· Environmental and ecological functions
Open spaces can help to improve the climate of urban areas in a number of ways which are independent of the actions of people
· Social and societal functions
Providing space and facilities for leisure and recreation 

This is perhaps the best known function of urban open space and involves its direct use for play, sport and recreation, formal and informal, active and passive.

· Provision for play spaces for children of different age groups 

· Provision for formal team sports of different kinds

Provision for informal recreation not requiring special facilities
· Structural and aesthetic functions
These functions are of central importance for people’s perception of urban areas, but in most cases do not relate directly to the physical use of the open spaces in question.

The topics covered by this questionnaire (Part One) are:

Section 1. Implementation of International and European legislation relating to urban open space at the national level; including participation in EU projects relating to the topic.

Section 2. Requirements of national, regional and local legislation, guidelines, standards with regard to the provision and treatment of urban open space 

Section 3. Institutional framework and division of responsibilities for urban open space at national, regional and local levels for the same issues
Section 4. Intepretation and implementation of these regulations and responsibilities in practice

Section5. Summary of the key points of national situation as illustrated in the answers to the questions in the previous sections. 

Part 4 – Pilot action (public spaces reconstruction)
What we are doing now: preparation and localities choice, where we will plan the public spaces design with public involvement

Part 5 – Experiences change and networking

What we did: training for participants of 5 communities in Slovakia about participative public spaces creation (January 2009, Banská Štiavnica), public spaces planning meeting in Rumanová (Nitra district), Medovarce (Krupina district) and Haniska (Košice district)
What we are doing now: 1st workshop preparation about different aspects of public spaces creation (23th April, 2009, Zvolen)
